
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Our Catholic tradition has always affirmed the dignity of the human person as created in the 
image and likeness of God.  Every person with whom we come in contact deserves to be seen by 
us with the eyes of God.  We know that ministry with children and youth, in particular, is a sacred 
trust.  We at St. Ambrose Parish are committed to preserve, at all times and in all places, this 
sacred trust which is rooted in our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
In 2002, the United States Bishops approved the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People in an effort to protect children and youth from sexual abuse at all levels of church life, and 
to restore trust in communities scarred by the scandal of clergy sexual abuse.  Article 12 of the 
charter directs all dioceses to create programs and processes to teach children and youth about 
sexual abuse and its prevention.  In the diocese of Albany, this training will take place in all 
parishes in age-appropriate ways. 
 
This training is for ALL youth involved in our formation programs (including First Communion and 
Confirmation preparation classes as well as all youth classes and youth groups). This year our 
safe environment training will take place on October 14th for grades K-8 (during regular 
formation class time) and before evening mass on October 28th for confirmation prep students. 
This is the same presentation that the students attended last year. Copies of the training we will 
present to the children are available upon request. You are welcome to look through it.  You are 
always welcome to call or email us at the parish office (518-785-1351, ext. 307, 
robyn.spateholts@rcda.org), if you have questions or concerns.  
 
Please return the tear-off at the bottom of this letter to your child’s catechist if you choose to opt 
your child out of the safe environment training. If you do opt your child out, please keep them 
home from class that day. If we do not hear from you by October 7th, by form or email, we will 
assume you give permission for your child to participate in the Safe Environment training. 
Please recognize how essential it is for your child to attend when determining whether or not 
to opt out. If you do not opt your child out, and they miss the training, they will have to make up 
the training on another date. 
 
We look forward to working with you as we partner to give our children the safest possible 
environment to grow in faith, both in church and in our homes. 

Sincerely in Christ, 
Tom Acemoglu, Pastoral Associate for Evangelization and Catechesis 

 
___________________________________________________________________________  
_____I request that my child(ren) not participate in the Safe Environment training 
Child(ren)’s Name(s) __________________________________________________________ 
Parent________________________________  Date_________________________________ 
Catechist____________________________________________________________________ 
 


